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Abstract
Current studies show that specific pathological
features separating chronic depression from

non-chronicremain largely unknown. In his
psychopathological ~ theory,  Lynch  has
introduced two constructs namely

overcontrolling and social connectedness that
can not only explain the depression but also its
chronicity and treatment resistance. The purpose
of this study was to investigate the strength of
these two constructs in distinguishing chronic
depression from non-chronic depression. The
study sample consisted of 20 patients with
chronic depression, 16 patients with non-chronic
depression and 17 healthy subjects (n=53) who
were selected using purposeful sampling. The
data were analyzed using MANOVA. The
findings showed that overcontrolling and social
connectedness were able to distinguish patients
with chronic depression, patients with non-
chronic depression and healthy subjects from
each other; however, analyzing each variable
individually, reveal that ambivalence over
expression of emotions did not differentiate
between patients with chronic depression and
patients with non-chronic depression. Also the
personal need for structure could not
differentiate  between the groups. The
implications of the findings are discussed.
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1- episodic

2- chronic depression

3- subtypes

4- Major Depressive Disorder

5- dysthymia

6- double depression

7- recurrent MDD without interepisodes full remission
8- acute
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1- persistent depression disorder
2- cognitive behavior therapy

3- interpersonal therapy

4- self-control

5- under control
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1- over control
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1- case-control
2-inclusion criteria
3- exclusion criteria
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1- Diagnostic and Statistical Manual for mental disorders- fourth edition
2- Beck Depression Inventory-2 (BDI)

3- internal inconsistency

4- Frost Multidimensional Perfectionism Scale (FMPS)

5- Concern over making Mistakes

6- Doubts about actions
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1- Ambivalence over Emotional expressiveness Questionnaire (AEQ)
2- Personal Need for Structure Scale (PNSS)
3- Social Safeness and Pleasure Scale (SSPS)
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