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Abstract

The present study aims to compare the working memory
in monolingual and bilingual children with specific
learning disabilities. The research employs an ex-post
facto methodology (i.e., a causal-comparative design).
The statistical population of the research includes the
elementary students in Tehran and Javanroud in the
academic year of 2013-14. Sixty children including 30
monolinguals (15 girls and 15 boys) (Persian) and 30
bilinguals (15 girls and 15 boys) (Kurdish-Persian) were
selected from specific learning disabilities rehabilitation
centers through convenience sampling. The research
instruments for data collection consisted of the Wechsler
Intellectual Scale for Children-Revised (WISC-R) and
Wechsler’s  working memory scale (WWM).
Descriptive and inferential statistics, standard deviation,
independent t-test and the Friedman test in SPSS ver. 16
were used for data analysis. The results show that there
are significant differences in relation to spatial working
memory (p<0.05, t=-2.17) and working memory
(p<0.05, t=-2.14) between monolinguals and bilinguals.
There was no significant difference with regard to the
letter-number sequence variable (p>0.05, t=-1.09).
Based on the findings of the present study, it can be
concluded that bilingualism is associated with improved
working memory functions in bilingual children with
SLD.

Keywords: bilingualism, spatial memory, specific
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