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The objective of the current investigation was to investigate the perceptions of
wisdom held by Iranian gifted school instructors. In order to accomplish this
objective, a descriptive phenomenological methodology was implemented. The
statistical population of the research consisted of teachers from gifted schools in
Isfahan in 2022. Purposive sampling was implemented to identify participants, and
data acquisition was maintained until saturation was achieved. The study involved 21
teachers, with interviews lasting between 30 and 45 minutes. Eight of the instructors
were male and thirteen were female. Interviews were conducted in-depth to facilitate
a two-way dialogical exchange and obtain a comprehensive understanding of the
teachers’ perspectives. The data derived from the interviews were analyzed using
Clark and Brown's six-step model. Additionally, Lincoln and Guba’s four criteria
were implemented to guarantee the credibility and validity of the investigation. The
results indicated that the conceptualization of wisdom by gifted school teachers is
characterized by three primary themes: cognitive and rational skills, communication
and interpersonal skills, and compassion and concern for others. The results of this
study suggest that teachers’ perceptions reflect certain aspects of wisdom, while
others, as emphasized in the literature, are underemphasized.
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Extended Abstract

Aim

The contemporary world faces numerous complex challenges, and gifted students are expected to play
a crucial role in addressing these issues as future leaders and decision-makers. However, intelligence
alone is insufficient for effectively solving such problems (Sternberg, 2022). Instead, wisdom is
regarded as the critical quality needed in today’s context (Gliick, 2020). The role of wisdom in
identifying and educating gifted students has increasingly become a focal point within the field of
gifted education. Sternberg (2019) suggests that schools provide an ideal setting for fostering wisdom.
In this context, teachers' perceptions play a pivotal role in the success of educational programs
(Ghahremani et al., 2017). Understanding these perceptions is essential for designing effective
educational initiatives. Accordingly, this study aims to explore lranian gifted school teachers'
conceptions of wisdom.

Methodology

This applied qualitative study employed a descriptive phenomenological approach. The statistical
population comprised gifted school teachers in Isfahan in 2022. Sampling was conducted using a
purposive method and continued until data saturation was achieved. A total of 21 participants were
interviewed, with each interview lasting between 30 and 45 minutes. In-depth, conversational-style
interviews were conducted to gain a comprehensive understanding of the teachers' perspectives. The
collected data were analyzed using Braun and Clarke’s (2006) six-step thematic analysis framework.
Additionally, the validity of the findings was assessed using Lincoln and Guba’s (1982) four criteria of
trustworthiness.

Findings

The findings revealed that gifted school teachers' perceptions of wisdom encompass three primary
components: cognitive and rational skills, communication and interpersonal skills, and compassion
and care for others (see Table 1).

Table 1. Components and sub-components derived from interviews with gifted school teachers

Component

Sub-components

Sample Quotes from Participants

Cognitive and Rational
Skills

Foresight
Sound decision-making

Thoughtfulness, rationality, and
knowledgeability
Learning from experiences

"A wise person has a broader view and deeper
insight into the future."

"Wisdom means making the right decisions in all
aspects of life."

"A wise person is thoughtful."

"Wisdom involves learning from both one's own
experiences and the experiences of others."

Interpersonal Interactions

Consultation with others
Avoiding self-centeredness
Social popularity

Altruism and people-centeredness

Responsibility

"Consulting with others is one of the characteristics
of a wise person."

"A wise person is not self-willed."

"Everyone admires a wise person."

"A wise person is well-behaved and friendly toward
others.”

"Responsibility is a distinguishing trait of a wise
person.”

Compassion and Care for
Others

Caring for others as much as oneself
Selfless advice and guidance
Overlooking others' faults
Benevolence toward all

Helping others

"He considers the welfare of others, not just his own
benefit or that of his close relatives."

"He offers advice and guidance to others without
expecting anything in return."”

"A wise person takes a holistic view and does not
focus on the details of others' mistakes."

"A wise person wishes well for both himself and
others."

"A wise person helps those in need."
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Conclusion

Participants in this study identified cognitive skills, along with the ability to think critically and
rationally, as distinctive characteristics of wise individuals. This finding aligns with Ardelt's three-
dimensional model of wisdom (Ardelt et al., 2013), which highlights cognitive skills as one of the core
dimensions of wisdom. Another prominent theme that emerged from the interviews was the
significance of communication and interpersonal skills. Participants emphasized that wise individuals
excel at consulting with others, are not self-centered, enjoy social popularity, and demonstrate altruism
and a people-oriented approach. These insights are consistent with Berzina’s (2010) study conducted
in India, Indonesia, Malaysia, and the UAE, which identified altruism and people-centeredness as
central traits of wise individuals.

Additionally, compassion and care for others emerged as key characteristics of wisdom, supporting
established theoretical frameworks. Ardelt (2013) notes that while most definitions of wisdom focus
on cognitive and reflective dimensions, the emotional aspects of wisdom are often overlooked. He
posits that the emotional dimension of wisdom is rooted in empathetic and compassionate love for
others, reflected in a positive and empathetic attitude.

It is important to note that this study was conducted with a limited sample size selected through
purposive sampling. Moreover, the qualitative nature of the research, which is inherently less
generalizable than quantitative studies, necessitates cautious interpretation and application of the
findings.

Keywords: Gifted Schools, Teachers, Wisdom.
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