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Abstract 
In social cognition studies, any given cognition can be 
measured both directly and indirectly. Implicit 
cognition which is the result of indirect measurement 
is usually contrasted with explicit cognition which is 
the result of direct assessment. The purpose of this 
study is to test the moderating role of the two variables 
of membership in social groups of gender and 
academic major, as well as the representational 
strength of cognitions (consisting of importance and 
stability components) in the relationship between 
implicit and explicit cognition in the context of three 
cognitions of gender identity, academic major identity 
and gender-major stereotype. A total of 192 students 
from two universities in Tehran (96 humanities, 96 
math-engineering; 96 boys, 96 girls) participated in 
this study. The three cognitions were measured both 
directly using Likert spectrum, and indirectly using 
Implicit Association Test. Also included were 
questions for assessing the components of 
representational strength. Results of this study 
indicated that gender importance and education 
importance moderated the relationship between 
implicit and explicit gender identity and implicit and 
explicit academic major identity respectively. The 
other component, i.e., representational stability, was 
not a significant moderator. Among the involved social 
groups, some differences were observed with regard to 
the implicit-explicit differences of all three cognitions. 
These results suggest that different components of 
strength act differently in moderating the relationship 
between implicit and explicit cognition. Moreover, 
group membership plays an important role in the 
relationship between implicit and explicit cognitions, 
and thus deserves more attention in future studies. 
Keywords: implicit association test, importance of 
representation, identity, stereotype 
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1. implicit cognition 
2. explicit cognition 
3. direct 
4. indirect 
5. self-presentation 
6. representational strength 

7. distinctiveness 
8. dimensionality 
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3. thought frequency 
4. familiarity 
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1. Implicit Association Test (IAT) 
2. known-groups validity 
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