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Comparing ethical self-superiority in the fields of doing ethical behaviors and
not doing unethical behaviors

Ebrahim Ahmadi

Abstract

The aim of this study was to compare the
ethical self-superiority in terms of doing good
deeds and in terms of not doing bad deeds.
moral self-superiority has two forms: (1) the
belief that "I do good things more than others",
and (2) the belief that "I do bad things less than
others”, and the intensity of moral self-
superiority can be different in these two areas.
The research design was experimental and
within-subjects and the research population
were students of Islamic Azad University of
Buin Zahra in 2016-17 academic year
(N=5000) among which 73 were selected using
random sampling. The research tool was a
researcher-made scale in which the subjects
were asked to determine whether they or others
are more likely to do seven moral and immoral
behaviors. One-sample t-test showed that when
the subjects are confronted with unethical
behaviors, they confirm that they are less likely
than others to perform the behaviors (self-
superiority), but when they encounter ethical
behaviors, they do not announce that they are
more likely than others to perform the
behaviors (do not have self-superiority).
Keywords: self-evaluation, self-esteem, moral
self-superiority, social cognition, moral
psychology
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