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The Mediating Role of Psychological Distress, Reappraisal Emotion-
Regulation Strategy and Suppression Emotion-Regulation Strategy in the

Relationship between Domestic Violence and Cognitive Functions in Female
Victims of Violence
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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to provide a model
for the relationship between domestic violence
and _cognitive functions by examining the
mediating role of psychological distress and
emotion-regulation strategies in female victims
of violence through a path analysis. The statistical
population of this study consisted of female
victims of violence who visited different
branches of Tehran Forensic Medicine Center in
2018. Considering the relationship between
research variables in such sample, the research
method was descriptive-correlative type. The
relationship between the variables was analyzed
according to the research goals. After obtaining
subjects’ informed consent, 200 abused women
were selected by a purposive sampling method,
based on entry-exit criteria. Then they were asked
to fill out questionnairs including Emotion
Regulation Questionnaire SERQ) (Gross and John
2003), Domestic Violence  Questionnaire
(Pournaghash ~ Tehrani,  2005), Montreal
Cognitive Assessment (MoCA) (2005) and the
short-form version of the Depression Anxiety and
Stress Scale (DASS-21) (1995). Results showed
that the proposed modified empirical model has
good fit indices. According to this model,
domestic violence has direct and indirect effects
on cognitive functions. In addition, psychological
distress, reappraisal emotion-regulation strategy
and suppression emotion-regulation strategy had
a mediating role in the relationship between
domestic violence and cognitive functions.
Keywords: Domestic ~ Violence, Emotion
Regulation, Psychological Distress, Cognitive
Function
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1. Intimate Partner Violence (IPV)
2. Animal Naming Test (ANT)
3. Trail Making Test (TMT)
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1. Orbitofrontal Cortex (OFC)
2. subgenual cingulate
3. Dorso Lateral Prefrontal Cortex (DLPFC)
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1. Fuctional Magnetic Resonance Imaging (fMRI)
2. ventral system of hot emotional processing

3. amygdala & ventro lateral prefrontal cortex

4. dorsal system of cold executive functioning

5. lateral parietal cortex
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1. Emotion Regulation Questionnaire (ERQ)
2. suppression
3. reappraisal
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1. Domestic Violence Questionnaire (DVQ)

2. Montreal Cognitive Assessment (MoCA)

3. Mini-Mental State Exam (MMSE)

4. Depression Anxiety and Stress Scale (DASS)
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. Incremental Fit Index (IFI)

. Non-Normed Fit Index (NNFI)

. Relative Fit Index (RFI)

. Degree of Freedom

. Root Mean Square Error of Approximation (RMSEA)
. Goodness of Fit Index (GFI)

. Adjusted Goodness of Fit Index (AGFI)
. Normed Fit Index (NFI)

. Comparative Fit Index (CFI)

10. Root Mean Square Residual (RMR)
11. Modification Indices (MI)
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. prefrontal sub-cortical

. visual memory

. executive function

. working memory

. Positron Emission Tomography (PET)
. Anterior Cingulate Cortex (ACC)

. Magnetic Resonsnce Imaging (MRI)
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